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Aruba: general information

Island with autonomous status within the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands

184 km2

107.600 habitants

Official languages: Papiamento & Dutch

English and Spanish are widely spoken

Currency: Aruba florin (1US$ = 1.75 Afl.)

Education based on the Dutch system
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Aruban economy

Main industry: Tourism

Focus: high quality of tourism

Cruise ship passengers: 606.768 (2009)

Stay-over visitors: 812.663 (2009)

Oil refining

Retail & wholesale trade

Construction & real estate
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Concentration of economic activities
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Aruban Economy
Economic indicators 2008 2009 2010

GDP at market prices (US$) 2,808 2,559 2,513

GDP per capita 26,076 23,471 22,838
GDP (nominal, in US$ million) 2791.3 2623.1 n/a
GDP growth rate (% nominal) 5.0 -8.9 -1.8
GDP per capita (nominal, US$) 26,685.7 24,573.0 23,371.4
GDP (real, in US$ million) 2,061 1,842 1,774

Inflation 9.0% -2.1% 2.1

Foreign investment 3,367,000 n/a n/a

Unemployment rate 6.9% 10.3 n/a

Trade Balance -1,836.8 -1,728.0 -1,564
Source: Central Bureau of Statistics and

the Central Bank of Aruba



Aruban Economy

Economic indicators 2008 2009 2010

Registered receipts out of tourism (in US$ 

million) 1,409.50 1,236.7 1,264,0

Total imports (x1000) 1,991,589 1.099.664

Total exports (x1000) 180,556 140.836

Imports to Free Zone Aruba 138,553 174.320

Exports from Free Zone Aruba 123,587 191.370
Import goods & services (in US$ million)

1,878.8 1,807.7 
Export goods & services (in US$ million)

1,614.4 1,506.6 
Merchandise exports (cash basis f.o.b. in 

US$ million) 31.3 29.7 23.8
Merchandise imports (cash basis c.i.f. in 

US$ million) 1080.7 1015.8 917.5
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Aruba & the Dominican Republic

Tourists from RD in 2009: 3.992

Imports to Aruba from DR US$ 4.100.000 (2010)

Total Imports to Aruba US$ 917.489.000 (2010)



Aruba & the Dominican Republic

Main products are 

Coffee 244

Refined sugar 215

Fruit and vegetable juices unfermented 118

Beer and other 261

Cement, (portland) 1197

Salt, sulfur, ground, stone, plaster, other 1888

Cosmetic  products 106

Plastic objects (buckets) other 859

Sanitary of pottery-porcelain-ceramic 134

Seats and parts thereof, n.e.s. 189
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Impression of imports to Aruba (2010)
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Aruba ïBusiness Opportunities

Professional services

Innovative businesses

Renewable technologies, also in the

Agrobusiness

Medical & health tourism

Free Zone



August 10, 2011 www.arubachamber.com 11

Aruba Chamber of Commerce

The official representative body of Trade and 

Industry since 1930 (according to Dutch system)

Advises the Minister of Economic Affairs on matters 

regarding commerce and the economy in general

Administers and supervises the Trade Registry & 

Foundations Registry

Provides Information & Support to all entrepreneurs 

and investors, local and international

9 board members elected every year

18 FTEôs



Aruba Chamber of Commerce

Tasks & obligations
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Advice
Law Execution/

Trade Registry

Information 

& Support
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Aruba ïUseful websites

www.arubachamber.com

www.arubaeconomicaffairs.aw

www.cbaruba.org

www.cbs.aw

www.aruba.com

http://www.arubachamber.com/
http://www.arubaeconomicaffairs.aw/
http://www.cbaruba.org/
http://www.cbs.aw/
http://www.aruba.com/
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Any questions?

Thank you!

Contact the Aruba Chamber

businessinfo@arubachamber.com

registers@arubachamber.com

www.arubachamber.com


